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• Upcoming Events    3-4 

• Annual Meeting Details   5-6 

• Upcoming Train Show Flyers  7-11 

• NMRA Programs    12-14 

• Little River Train Outing   15-18 

• Rich’s Travels    19-31 

• Alan’s Adventures    32 

• Members Status Reports & Wrap-up 33 

Non-Train Related Holidays & Special 

Events – August & September 2024 

This photo is a GP38-2 Diesel Locomotive 

from the Chicago South Shore Railroad. 

http://www.ncr-div9.com/
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From the desk of the Superintendent 
Greetings fellow Division 9 members 

It’s been a while since writing a newsletter. My wife for the past year plus had 

major health issues and I became her 24/7 caregiver. Life has now changed again 

as she has passed on. Much paper shuffling to be done but also looking forward to 

what lies ahead. A renewed interest in modeling and chasing trains. Our September 

meeting has been a blessing in that I have visited the Vicksburg Station Museum 

several times of late. Spending time in the station when it was active brings back 

memories of yesteryear. There is much railroad history in Vicksburg. It is my hope 

each person will have an opportunity to explore how railroads and towns came to 

exist. Looking forward to seeing each and every one of you at the September 

meeting as we ramp up going into fall. 

 

Editor’s Comments 

Sorry this edition of The Yardmaster is later than I hoped.  It seems like there were 

a lot of activities going on recently that got in the way.  I will do better going 

forward as it is my intention to publish around the 2nd or 3rd of each month. 

 

First of all, it’s nice to see an article from our Superintendent Garry Johnson.  He 

has a lot to deal with and we are glad to have him back. 

 

There are a number of activities taking place over the next few months when we 

are hoping to get large turnouts from the membership.  There are three in 

particular starting with our Annual Meeting on September 21st, followed by an Op 

Session on Bruce Chubb’s layout on Saturday October 19th and the annual NCR 

Convention (North Central Express) starting on Thursday October 10th thru Sunday 

the 13th.  All three of these will be covered in more detail later in this edition. 

 

 
Division 9 Officers   

Superintendent   - Garry Johnson elecsprk@gmail.com  

Assistant Superintendent - Joel Pyard           pyardj@comcast.net  
Paymaster   - Bob Lawrence  robertlawrence44@msn.com  

Scribe & Newsletter Editor - Alan Bau  alanwbau@gmail.com   
Trustee     - Doug Van Meter vanmeterda@gmail.com   

Trustee    - Casey Bartman Casey@GR-MI.com 
Positions in red are up for election in September. 
 

Nominees: 
Assistant Superintendent  Joel Pyard 

Paymaster    Bob Lawrence 
Trustee    Greg Marvin 

 

 

mailto:elecsprk@gmail.com
mailto:pyardj@comcast.net
mailto:robertlawrence44@msn.com
mailto:alanwbau@gmail.com
mailto:vanmeterda@gmail.com
mailto:Casey@GR-MI.com
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Upcoming Division Nine Membership Meetings & Events: 

Meetings & 

Events 

Date Location Presenter & 

Topic 

Annual Meeting September 21st 

9:00 AM Set up 

10:00 AM Mtg. 

Vicksburg Train Station Mark Tomlonson 

 

Division 9 

Board Meeting 

October 6th 

2:00 PM 

Kalamazoo Bridge Club & Zoom  

Membership 

Meeting 

Saturday 

October 19th 

9:00AM 

Bruce Chubb’s Layout Layout Tour & 

Op Session 

Membership 

Meeting 

November 16th 

10:00 AM 

Battle Creek Model Railroad Club 

2 West Michigan Ave Ste: B-1 

Battle Creek, MI 49017 

Layout Tour 

Membership 

Meeting 

December 21st TBD TBD 

    

 

September Annual Meeting – This is our annual meeting which will be at the 

Vicksburg Train Depot.   

We will start off the day with a normal business meeting, including the Election of 

Officers, 50/50 raffle, donuts and door prizes, review of upcoming events, followed 

by Mark Tomlonson’s presentation on the railroads of Kalamazoo County followed 

by a short history presentation by Garry Johnson on train activity in Vicksburg. 

October – We are scheduled to visit Bruce Chubb's Sunset Valley Railroad for an 

operating session on Saturday October 19, 2024. The session runs from 9am to 

4pm, with a one-hour lunch break. It is my understanding that you do not have to 

attend for the entire day.  See the Yardmaster March edition for a few pictures of 

Bruce’s incredible layout. 
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November – Battle Creek Model Railroad Club –  

located at 2 West Michigan Ave Ste: B-1 

Battle Creek, MI 49017 

 

The following was taken from the Battle Creek Model Railroad Club’s website.  This 

is a link to their webpage. Mainline - Battle Creek Model Railroad Club (bcmrrc.net) 

 

 

Downtown Layout Re-Build continues... 

 

The Cereal Belt Industrial Railroad is currently under reconstruction, and is coming 

along very nicely.  Things are really coming together. 

 

 

 

December - TBD  

http://bcmrrc.net/index.html
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Division Nine - Annual Meeting 

September 21, 2024 

Vicksburg Train Depot - located at 300 N. 

Richardson, Vicksburg 

Agenda 

 

Meeting Agenda 

9:00 AM Set up 

10:00AM Coffee & Donuts 

10:15AM Business Meeting  

• Officer Reports 

• Election of Officers 

• Upcoming Schedule of Events 

• 50/50 Raffle 

• Door Prizes 

• Show & Tell 

• Member Feedback Session 

• Featured Speakers – Mark 

Tomlonson & TBD 

 

Door Prizes – Gift Certificates to one of the hobby shops in 

Grand Rapids.  There will be a total of 5 @ $20 each along with 

the Grand Prize of $50.  Garry Johnson has also donated one 

of his many locomotives as a door prize.  See picture at right. 

 

50/50 Raffle Tickets - $1 each or 6 for $5.00.  One name 

will be drawn with the winner & Division 9 splitting the pot. 

 

Show & Tell – This is an opportunity to bring any train item that you would like to 

show off to the rest of the group.  Could be a model you built, weathered rolling 

stock, or anything else that you think would be of interest to our group. 

 

Feedback Session – This is your opportunity to tell us what you think about any 

topic related to Division 9 or model railroading in general. 

 

Mark Tomlonson will be speaking on the history of the railroads of Kalamazoo 

County. 

Garry Johnson will also present a short history of the railroads of Vicksburg.  See 

photos on next page. 
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Vicksburg Train Tracks and surrounding area in the early days. 

1. Union Depot 

2. Freight Building & Loading 

Platform 

3. Miner’s Mill, home of Lotus Lily 

Flour 

4. Nash & Darling – 

Manufacturers of gas engines 

and engine repair 

5. Heinz Pickle Co. Salting Station 

6. J.H. Hudson and son, Poultry 

and Produce Wholesalers- 

The Hudson’s bought live poultry 

from area farmers, processed 

and shipped them.  Son Charles 

later raised poultry for the 

business on his Silver Street 

farm. 

7. Vicksburg Water Work and 

Electric Light Plant and coal 

shed 

8. Fire Department – housing 

cart, horses and blacksmith shop 

9. Vicksburg Governor Co. 

storage 

10. Vicksburg Governor Co.- 

The Governor Co. produced 

pressure regulators for the type 

of steam engines used on farms before modern tractors were developed.  If not 

controlled, steam engines could build up too much pressure and explode. 

11. Adams House Hotel 

12.R.D. Jenkinson Elevator, warehouse and coal shed. 

13.Jenkinson Elevator hay and grain storage. 

14.Jenkinson Elevator coal storage and warehouse 

15.L.R. Lawrence Coal and Coke Co. storage 

16.Vicksburg Lumber Co. Lumber Storage 

17.Vicksburg Lumber Co. 

18.Lee Paper Co. – The decision to choose Vicksburg as the location for a new 

paper mill was made for two reasons – the abundance of water, and the rail 

connections to other parts of the country provided by the two railroads. 
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Upcoming Train Shows 

  

  

 

 

The full list of shows is available here on the brand new website, which allows you 

to subscribe and submit your events directly. More features will be coming soon! 

https://www.trainshowlist.com 

Given that we are reaching almost 1000 subscribers every other week, please 

consider making a donation as part of your event's marketing budget. Please visit 

the Train Show List site and donate via PayPal. Thank you for your support! 

 

 

 

  

Local Area Train Show Flyers 

Flyers for the Battle Creek, Kalamazoo, Grand Rapids and the NCR Upcoming Train 

Shows are displayed on the next few pages. 

 

44th Annual Fall Train Show (No Flyer Available) 

Presented by Kalamazoo Model Railroad Historical Society 

Sunday October 27th 2024 between 10AM – 3PM 

Kalamazoo County Expo Center 

2900 Lake St. Kalamazoo MI 

Map: https://maps.app.goo.gl/SPWP4nrX4xEsoWUW8 

 

https://u8332870.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=bquWeIKsf8EWGfZvOmIycRPMrVVSuewHu1BLu9-2Fks1TKLEBUIOOult6EZ-2BbB4KVZD-Q6_ySdngq99xtnsdUkHw5ihYRkzG3dNFjzK-2FUsmy9fYD2vWzwB6qa-2F5wW7YllwlaWUCNI3jSvt4KXwWW4qHT17v4S6ptXDHF6UMIEWozbydqqkWi6oBqPdLTuu5A2qMWcprIExKh8xzaNYW5csYkvTPnIB9wYwn-2BgYavOm1UBhl5oj-2Bh73jZwN9qTl4lS-2FZSLRxtmBA9cZyJ2042lkEcijWLw-3D-3D
https://maps.app.goo.gl/SPWP4nrX4xEsoWUW8
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Registration is Open and encouraged if you want to attend the 

North Central Express Convention in Northville, Mi. 

Did you know that Barry 

Hensel, NCR Hotbox 

Editor, & Scott Kremer 

former NCR President 

recently posted videos of 

their Layouts on 

YouTube. 

 

Barry’s layout will be on 

the North Central 

Express layout tour on 

Saturday. October 12th. 

 

Link to Barry’s Layout 

YTTV ST Kickoff Bundle 

Copy2C TrueView V1 DR 

None US EN 15s MP4 

VIDEO (youtube.com) 

 

Scott’s layout is the 

Great Northern Cascade 

Division 

 

Link to Scott’s Layout 

Scott Kremer Great 

Northern Cascade 

Division Layout Tour 

(youtube.com) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t1bH-XhQxn0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t1bH-XhQxn0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t1bH-XhQxn0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t1bH-XhQxn0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HWrEuZM710w&t=66s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HWrEuZM710w&t=66s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HWrEuZM710w&t=66s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HWrEuZM710w&t=66s
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Barry Hensel Reading Lines Tour 2024 (youtube.com) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t1bH-XhQxn0&t=3s
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For Sale Items  

Do you have an excess inventory of cars, supplies, etc. which are just 

taking up space and most likely will never be used?  You can list these 

items here and try to sell them, so you can buy more train stuff. 

To list your for-sale items here, send your list of items along with a picture 

if one is available, a description of your item(s) along with your asking price and 

contact information.  If you wish your item(s) to be listed in the upcoming 

newsletter, you need to submit them along with needed information no later than 

the 25th of the month. 

Send your information to alanwbau@gmail.com. 

 

Big Boy Cab Ride – want to take a ride on a Big Boy Locomotive?  

Click on this link for a short 8-minute video. 

Come along for a ride on The Big Boy steam locomotive 

 

NMRA Programs 

The next few pages highlight some NMRA programs that may be of interest to you.  

There are links with each of the three programs if you want to find more 

information, you can also find these programs explained in more detail on the 

NMRA Website. 

• Grouper – you may want to check this one out as you may be entitled to 

have your NMRA Membership Fees paid for you. 

• NMRA Interchange – This is a place where you can ask questions, post 

events, share ideas and make new model railroading friends. 

• NMRAx – The NMRA's Monthly Virtual Meetup 

The NMRA's Monthly Virtual Meetup of model railroad presentations 

broadcast over YouTube Live. NMRAx provides an opportunity for attendees 

to directly interact with the presenters. There are approximately 140 sessions 

that date back 4 years.  Follow this link. NMRA ORG - YouTube 

 

  

 

mailto:alanwbau@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aLIevDFQidM
https://www.nmra.org/tags/nmrax
https://www.youtube.com/@NMRAORGModelRailroading/streams
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Grouper 

Grouper works with Medicare Advantage and Medicare Supplement plans to 

cover membership dues, so you can focus on what you love to do. Don’t worry 

about the membership cost - it’s on your health plan. 

To see if your plan covers the Grouper social fitness benefit, 

visit https://www.hellogrouper.com/NMRA 

https://www.hellogrouper.com/NMRA
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NMRA Interchange 

The NMRA Interchange is a new 

place to ask questions, provide 

answers, post events, share ideas 

and make friends. 

It is implemented as a Discord 

server and contains categories for 

welcoming members, a help area, 

the NMRA worldwide community, the 

NMRA Board of Directors, each 

of the Departments, the 

Achievement Program, Special 

Interest Groups, the basics (of modeling), the prototype 

(railroads), general interest groups and then each of the 17 

regions. Discord also provides, free of charge, the ability to have 

online meetings with up to 100 people in a "room", sharing 

screens and up to 25 people showing their camera feeds.  

When you join the Interchange Server, the "Automated Bot" will 

greet you with a message and some instructions on how to get 

your roles assigned.  Without roles, you will only see #the-

lobby, #rules and #how-to-guides.  Please spend some time in 

the #rules and #how-to-guides during the /onboard process 

while you are waiting for the email with your personal command 

and code to paste in. 
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Little River Railroad Train Outing June 16th in Coldwater 

A number of us rode the 11am Little River Railroad steam train from Coldwater to 

Quincy, MI on Father's Day Sunday.  10 miles each way, great ride and great 

weather.  We were able to get a dining table at the restaurant next door.  The shop 

tour had a communications breakdown, I thought it would be between train trips, 

they thought it would be after 3:30pm when they were putting equipment away, 

but most of their equipment was in use on Sunday.  But they also really did not 

have the workers to do it during the day.  Overall, a "good day and ride"! 
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More from Little River Train Outing 

  

Whistle when you pass 

through Coldwater. 

Yes, really burning coal and 

making soot! 

 

Travis the locomotive engineer, my contact, he is also over the engine 

service facilities and the manager for the Indiana and Northeastern 

engines, west of Ashley, IN. 
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 on the way to Quincy, MI 

Pictured below: 

Moving the engine to the other end to pull the 

train back to Coldwater 

Pictured above on the right Jill and on 

the left Grace holding a seat for Rich. 
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Pictured Below: Garry Johnson & Grandson in the background, along with Greg & 

Kathleen Marvin. 

We enjoyed the seating 

and rides in all of the 

cars.  Liked the open 

cars so you could smell 

the smoke, hear the 

whistle and other 

noises as you 

traveled.  By the way, 

they are looking for 

volunteers to help and 

work! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We enjoyed the seating and rides in all of the 

cars.  Liked the open cars so you could smell the 

smoke, hear the whistle and other noises as you 

traveled.  By the way, they are looking for 

volunteers to help and work! 

 

Travis pictured left. 

 

A view of the train 

station is on the 

right. 

 

The restaurant is 

pictured right. 

The restaurant next to the tracks, across from the train station.  It used to be a Mexican 

restaurant, that moved out and went downtown on  12.  This group moved in, great 

food!  Dinner meals, sandwiches, salads and other stuff.  Good restaurant to stop and eat at if 

you are passing through the area.  Loved the old wooden timber construction inside of the old 

freight house.  If you are going to do this on a train ride day, make reservations.  Jill and I 

got lucky, and they gave us a table after waiting about 10 minutes, after telling us it would be 

a 45-minute wait.  The menu selection and the food were really good.  Prices were not bad 

either. 
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Rich’s Travels (All photos displayed in Rich’s Travels are taken 

by Rich Mahaney) 

Photo top left – Grand Elk Engines switching at Kazoo Grand Elk Yard. 

Photo top right - Amtrak engine west bound train from Port Huron to Chicago 

 

 

Photos at the bottom -  Amtrak train west bound from Pontiac to Chicago  
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Caught this train about 5pm tonight 

going east bound into the CSX 

Waverly Yard, by Windmill Island. 

 

  

Passed through Hamilton on my 

way home today and saw this 

train.  Not sure if it was preparing 

to the Holland, MI CSX Waverly 

Yard or had just made the trip 

back to Hamilton.  Engine on each 

end. 

CSX train switching cars in the Waverly 

Yard by Holland, MI on Wednesday, July 

18, 2024 
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August 6th 

Discovered that this caboose in Bloomingdale has been moved to the south 

of it old position.  Maybe they are going to fix it up and the train 

station.   Both need some "love".  
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CSX mixed freight in Holland, MI on Tuesday 8/6/24 northbound.  By the Sherman 

Willams plant. 
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August 7th 

Caught a north bound 

Marquette Rail/Genesee and 

Wyoming mixed freight on 

8/7/24 as it passed through 

Newago, MI  
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August 7th continued 

 

Marquette Rail/Genesse and 

Wyoming northbound freight 

heading to Baldwin, MI 

coming through White Cloud, 

MI  
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Even more from August 7th  

Stopped in Cadillac on our trip up north to Harbor Springs, Petoskey, and 

Charlevoix for art gallery visits for Jill.   

This display is in a park in 

Cadillac across the street 

from the old Cadilac train 

station (has a good 

restaurant to eat in) 
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August 7th (Hey Rich take the rest of the day off.) 

These are a couple of things in Harbor Springs, that you may not know.  It is 

related to the shay train engine in Cadillac, MI 
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August 9th Moving on to Buckley 

These are cabooses that are 

on display west of Buckley, MI 

at site that hosts "steam" 

shows with farm equipment, 

railroad equipment and other 

steam powered 

equipment.  Pretty cool event 

and place.  
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More from Buckley 

This is a train that at some point goes around a loop on the property.  They 

were replacing ties under the track when we were looking around. 
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Even more from Buckley 

Some interesting flat car 

loads.  
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Ann Arbor RR memories at Buckley, MI. 
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Had to work in the Grand Haven, MI area on Wednesday evening, so in the 

afternoon I stopped for a few photos of the railroad display in downtown 

Grand Haven, MI.  The PM 1223 is the "sister" of the famous PM 1225 

locomotive in Owosso, MI.  They are repainting the Pere Marquette caboose 

since I last drove by.  The old PM train station is just to the east of this 

area.  The train tracks with a yard and engine facility ran through this area 

to downtown Grand Haven where there is a museum in the old train station. 
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Alan’s Adventures in Model Railroading – Volume 3 

It has been a busy few months and haven’t had a lot of time to work on my layout.  

Progress was made on a few projects.   

 

Shortly after getting back into the hobby, I purchased a sawmill kit from KMP 

Models.  This is a really cool kit, and I was anxious to get started on building my 

first wood kit.  After starting to build the sawmill, I discovered that this scratch built 

kit was beyond my skills at the time.  However, trudging on and getting frustrated 

at my progress, I decided to put it aside and work on other projects.  The partially 

built kit laid in a box for about 4 years.  During this time my grandson was asking 

me how the sawmill kit was going and teasing me after my response.  About a 

month ago, I decided to give it a go one more time with the goal of finishing it by 

mid-August.  The reason for mid-August goal, was that my grandson would be 

leaving around that time for a year-long missionary trip overseas.  Did I make my 

goal, not quite, but considerable progress was made and the only thing that 

remains is to add the roof. 

 

On other projects,  

• A few track problems were fixed, and the track was painted, but not 

weathered. I am trying different weathering techniques and colors. 

• After watching several Jason Jensen videos on YouTube, I am making several 

changes to the placement of structures on the layout and including more 

details. 

• There are four new projects on the drawing board. 

o Cash Mine Works Project – This is a Blair Line laser-cut structure which 

is based on the Silver King Ore-House in Park City, Utah.  Another 

wood project that hopefully will be considerably easier than the 

Sawmill. 

o Construction of a commercial area that includes several Walther’s kits 

including Merchant’s Row I & II, plus several smaller businesses. 

o Rural Farm Area – includes the barn in the picture of the first article in 

this series.  Plan is to include fences, rolling hills, fields and lots of 

farm animals. 

o Mountains, hills, bridges & water – the plan is to create a fairly large 

mountain approximately 90% of the north end of the layout curving 

around to the West side.  Early expectations are that it will be about 

15 Inches high, 20 inches deep and about 10 feet in length.  My hope 

is that it will include rock walls, lots of trees, hiking trails, a 

campground, at least one waterfall and probably 2 or three bridges. 
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I Love Toy Trains – Tom McComas 

For those of you who are familiar with Tom McComas from the TV show “I 

Love Toy Trains” sponsored by TMC Trains on the RFD Network may not know 

that Tom recently passed away.  I found the following notice on a YouTube 

video.    

In memoriam: Tom McComas, one of the most influential shapers of the 

contemporary toy train hobby, died in Michigan City, Ind., on Aug. 8, 2024, 

at the age of 86. He left an indelible mark on the hobby, starting as an 

author in the 1980s and then proceeding to write and produce a vast number 

of introductory and advanced videos directed at every possible enthusiast, 

from young children to longtime collectors and operators of prewar, postwar, 

and modern trains and accessories. His contributions will never be forgotten. 

 

Membership Status Report 

As of July 31, 2024 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wrap-up 

• Remember our next membership meeting will be held on September 21st at 

the Vicksburg Train Depot.  This is our first meeting of the new fiscal year. 

• Hope to see you in Vicksburg and at many of our future events and layout 

tours. 

• Its not too late to volunteer to become a board member. 

 

Alan Bau  

Divisions 9 Scribe & Newsletter Editor 

alanwbau@gmail.com 

NMRA Members by County 
Division 9 

  
County # Members 

Branch County 0 
Calhoun County 6 
Hillsdale County 0 
Kalamazoo County 17 
St. Joseph County 6 
Van Buren County 11 

Total 40 
 

NMRA Membership Years 
Division 9 

Categories  
From To # 

0 5 6 

6 10 5 
11 15 7 
16 20 2 
21 25 7 
26 30 7 
31 35 2 
36 40 0 
41 45 0 
46 50 1 
51 55 2 

56 + 1 

  40 
 

The table above left displays the number of members 

by how many years they have belonged to the ACBL. 

 

The table above right displays how many members live 

in various counties that are served by Division 9. 


